MOSCOW   IN   THE   MAKING
committee of the party, there was no public discussion of
any sort before the decree appeared; from that moment it
became the party line, and of course no discussion was
permitted afterwards. When one remembers from English
experience what strong feelings are stirred up not only among
the neighbours of families evicted, but among the public
at large, where families are evicted without alternative
accommodation being provided, one realizes the profound
difference in the treatment of inconvenient individuals in
Russia and England.
There is to an Englishman an extraordinary atmosphere
of suspicion about Moscow. I was walking alone one day
in the Red Square near the entrance to the Kremlin and
stopped to make a note. I was at once tackled by a militia-
man, who was most suspicious and carried on a five minutes*
conversation with me. However, we neither of us under-
stood a word that the other said, and he then let me go in
peace and keep the note-book. I had rather been hoping to
get a view of the jealously guarded inside of the Kremlin;
as it happened, the note was one of admiration for some
action of the Mossoviet, so my conscience was clear!
I visited two works in Moscow, a flour-mill and a large
house in course of erection. Both these "works were sur-
rounded by barbed wire, and militiamen with rifle and fixed
bayonet demanded passes at the gate.
These were minor matters; much more perturbing was
the question of the labour on the Moscow-Volga canal.
I was informed that some impressive work was being done
on the canal within a few miles of Moscow, and asked
permission to see this. Intourist said that such arrangements
were never made. I applied higher up and was promised
by two different authorities that arrangements would be
made; however, nothing happened. Twice when motoring
outside Moscow I passed places where work on a large scale
was being done, in connection with the Moscow-Volga canal.
There was great activity; armed guards with fixed bayonets
were in charge of the work. The first-time I saw this I
asked the chauffeur to stop so as to have a look from the
public high road. He shook his head and informed me
through the interpreter that cars were not allowed to stop
in proximity to these works!
The work is> I understand, in the charge of the G.P.U.
224